Great American Train 
Robberies. 


BY JOHN P, DUXTER. 


W E are able to at Id No. 15 to our series of Great American Train Rob¬ 
beries. It is a startling, gripping story. Strange as it may seem, it 
duliTt happen in the Far West, where the doughty deeds of modern 
Dick Turpins have added so much to history. It occurred in Pennsylvania— 
the Keystone State of this g^ritle-tiiannered. effete East. 

Tire spot selected was Ideal. The night was dark £nd rainy. The 
scheme was wet! planner]. The robber was a cool, calculating desperado. 
Nothing in Lite history of train-robbery reads more graphically. 


No. J5.—THE LOME BANDIT OF THE M FENNSYF 1 


He Just Missed Getting Away with Over $500,000, but the Total 
Amount of His Haul Was Exactly $65 in 
' Lincoln Pennies. 


f HADES of the Ion e-ha iui ban¬ 
dits, Perry and Wit reck! A 

Wild West train hold-up in 
the teeming heart of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, single-handed, and with 
a successful getaway! That, 
too, in this year of civili¬ 
zation, 1909. 

A Tost amazing, in many ways, of all 
the fourteen ,l flrcat American Train 
Robber its" told in The R.m.itoAU 
M \ x\ Magazine, is this, the fifteenth 
and final story in the series. Here, al¬ 
most under our very eyes, i? pulled off 
one of the last, if not the la,-it, of the 
big deeds of daring of the road-agents 
of the rail. For, meanwhile, the gentle 
art of train-robbery is passing into de¬ 
cline and fail, and the 1 1 gores- of Jesse 
James, Ib-dgcpeth, Evans, Son tag. Si or¬ 
gan, Searcey, the Younger gang, the 
" Wild Bunch/ 1 are receding into history. 


Only the most colossal nerve, aided 
by equally unusual luck, made possible 
this latest exploit. It is significant that, 
even after all the deviltry that marked 
the palmy days of the old-timers had 
been resurrected, this robber, in ihe 
heart of civilization, got away finally 
with exactly sixty-five dollars in nice 
new 7,incobs cents! 

Never, on the lonely plains of the 
Far West. was a train held up and 
looted in a bolder or more sensational 
manner than was lire Fitts burgh said 
Northern Express <>u the Ten nay I vania 
Railroad, early in the morning of 
August 31. Nei-er was a lone aud 
audacious robber more wo fully so hi 1 ban 
the man who pulled oil this job — ho 
actually missed getting over half a mil¬ 
lion dollars, 

Lewi stow n Narrows, where the deed 
was done, is ideally located for just such. 


Began In ihe CklffbcTi 1 9Q&* a i I. r p n d M A n ’ B SinftEt ID c^rsis. 
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a purpose. Threading its serpentine 
course in utul out among the mountains 
of r. ikt^yivniiin. the Juniata Hirer is 
Chute3y paralleled hy Hie Pennsylvania 
Railroad. 

It i-i one cl ihe most wildly beautiful 
spots ii- ihe Alleghenies. For miles on 
this side of the river not a house is to 
I w font id, though the Narrows is only 
fifty-three miles from Harrisburg, the 
State capital. On one side is 1 he river; 
on the cl her ore the mountains, rising 
abruptly and farming a deep, narrow 

(Mr) residents of the section on either 
side of the Narrows recall that the point 
at which tire express was Sudd up was 
the scene of numerous highway robberies 
in the days when David Lewis and his 
band operated in Hu mountains around 
Ltswistown and Bddef ante. The old 
Statu poke from Philadelphia to PitG- 
1 ni rpassed through the Leivistuwn 
Narrows, where the tracks of the Penn¬ 
sylvania Railroad now run, and Lewis 
and his highwaymen ffuqiicnllv held up 
stage-coaches bound casi or west. 

They c mi ■ lined to operate from IS 14 
to |S.?0, when Lewis and his chief litu- 
teiujil, Connolly, were captured and shot 
by a posse, and the gang dispersed. 
Since then, for nearly ninety ywsrs, no 
highwayman had dared operate there. 
That’s how daring was this modern 
hold-up. 

[-lad the highwayman been ihe most 
arlGiii; of ibvaLi'ical managers, instead of 
a vagabond but pretty well educated for¬ 
eigner, as he seems to have been, lie 
could not inure eareEb-ntly have staged 
and carried oul his plot. 

A Criminal’s Paradise. 

Thu Narrows Is a rift between the 
minintains, some ten miles in length ami 
nut much over an eighth of a mile in 
width, with piles upon piles of loose, 
jagged rocks covered with underbrush, 
and known under the name of " Black 
Lo^ Mountain.” 

Beside the Juniata River an artificial 
laid has been formed for the railroad 
tracks to rest upon. At many point* 
there is a sheer descent of thirty nr 
Curly feet straight into the river ■ bed. 
There is only room for the low path of 


the Pennsylvania Canal and (be old 
Stoic road between this and the abrupt 
a'•■'tail of lack* , Mountain,” one of 
the highest..a;id most rugged in that sec¬ 
tion of tiie Siatc. 

The lofty mountains, mure wen than 
the tangled scrub t Lin bet, cast deep 
heavy shadows ovct the irack* at this 
point until, in the daytime, except when 
I lie suu is overhead, they are of almost 
Stygian darkness. There is absolutely 
no life in the vicinity after sunset, tx- 
■ ept the se mi nightly trips uf the track¬ 
walker. 

Once a criminal gets into i lie- moun¬ 
tain fastness, he can travel far imo the 
Virginias before coming to cleared land. 

Carried Over $500,000. 

Train No. .34 has tie reputation, 
among railroad men who know, of being 
a treasure-train. Nightly it carries from 
$S0,0'0Cl to ^00,000. t >ther trains carry 
tisore money and valuables tlian tins; 
Inn, after all, Mo. 39 is a pretty regular 
carrier of large sums. At this particular 
lime it was a richer haul than ordi¬ 
narily. 

The Pittsburgh and Northern Ex¬ 
press, as it ii,known to the public, leaves 
I’hiIndclphia shortly after 9 p.yi., and 
Harrisburg at 12.01. ' >n the night uf 

August 31, it was composed of five 
Pullman sleepers tilled with passengers 
and three express curs, two of winch 
had i mne up from Washington in Thu 
afternoon and had been transferred to 
the train at Philadelphia, while the 
other was from that city itself, 

In one of the Washington express- 
cars were five big steel safes, crammed 
full of new bank notes in the; denomi¬ 
nations mostly of one's, uv-tva, and five's 
—perhaps something over half a million 
do liars. 

In the Philadelphia express-ear were 
shipments of money and bullion to 
hanks fart hut wust. as well as checks 
and valuable papers to an unknown 
amount. No one, except the Treasury 
officials in Washington and Ft. Louis, 
knew t3ie combination of the five big 
safes, but tEie express messenger in the 
other car knew that of the smaller >,ife, 
in which the simpler amounts of bullion 
and coin were placed- 
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At this particular season of ilie year, 
when the East was hurrying “ crop 
money to the West to facilitate the 
handling of the harvests, the train was 
likely to he a particularly rich haul. 
Moreover, it was the thirty-firs I. ol the 
month, and usually there was, also, on 
i his day ov'er $3011,000 in the., pay-en¬ 
velopes of the Cambria Steel Company 
of Johnstown for September 1. 


cars. All this Lhe rubber must pre¬ 
sumably have known when he deter¬ 
mined, on ibis dark and overcast night, 
to bold up No. 39. 

Donnelly Hears the Torpedo, 

It was about 1,30 a.m., and the train 
was running along smoothly at about 
fifty mites an I tour, when suddenly En- 



THERE WAS (TO ANSWER-JCST TFJE. TWO EI-QQr’ENT OPF.N MQUTHS OF TPF. AUTOMATICS- 


)( so happened, however, that on this 
nigtu the pay-roll had been delayed fo a 
later train. But the robber must have 
known a lot almut the inside, as the gang 
did in the famous Mineral Range hold¬ 
up, Some years before, on this train 
it bad always been the practise to have 
a guard with a loaded repeating rifle in 
the coach behind the express-car*. 

Lt was I lift duty to get out and patrol 
the treasmv-car whenever a stop was 
made. But this bad been discontinued, 
and the messengers and baggagemen 
now relied on the carbines in their own 


giocc-r Samuel Donnelly heard what 
sou tided like a torpedo under In's engine. 

He pulled hack the; throttle and, fol¬ 
lowing the rules, after slowing down, 
proceeded under control. Then canto 
another explosion more violent than i in; 
first, and a whole series in’ them, shat¬ 
tering the head-light and breaking the 
windows of the cab. 

I h- turned on I hi: i:jncrgtmry-hr;i k,-s, 
anil the wheels were clamped tightly 
while the train came to an abrupt stop. 

Donnelly peered mu into the darkness 
ahead, fully expecting in see a wreck. 
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Instead, a "raff vena; fjFOltl behind 
him rang out sharpy: 

14 Get down. out of there I Quiet ; 11 

Donnelly turned hastily, only to find 
himsi-li facing the cold, blue, yawning 
mouths of two aillomatic revolvers. It 
they were pointed at you, you would 
tremble if oven a fly walked over the 
1 —the kind that will send half a 
do^en bullets into you in us many 
seconds. 

Behind the automatics was a grotesque 
figure.* it was apparently that of a 
hI-.oi-l Rtockijj' Imih hut very muscular 
man, l-Vom beneath his black slouch 
hat a gunny sack hung don n. covering 
his face and even most of his body. 

^lits were cut in it through which his 
piercing black uves snapped sharply, 
Even 'he burlap did not tone down the 
rapid lire of profanity which biased 
from Ida mouth. 

Donnelly hustled down to ihe ground 
as. ihe robber also leaped off the steps 
of the locomotive, 

Just then the lireman, freeman G. D. 


Willis, came around tile engine. He 
had stepped out at the first sign of 
trouble to see if anything 'teas wrong 
wLl.h i ho engine. lie. hadn't time to 
report that the headlight had been 
smashed. 

11 Hands up! He quick about itl ! ’ 
yelled the highwayman,, firing a few 
shots just for the moral effect. u If 
cither of you sav a word before i loll 
you. HI kill you both! 

I lieu followed ei brief parley. 

II Anv mail -cars? " 

14 No? 1 

‘ 1 Anv ts ] j.r ess - cars ? 11 

41 Yes. 11 

Cl Anv money? ” 

41 No.” 

" Vou lie! J.ead me back to them! 
And be careful! 

Injrtuuately. the mr containing the 
sufet' with the naif ni:31u.iri tloflttrs was 
lav second in ihe train. Phe first car 
contained the single safe with the 
smaller amount. The engineer was 
forced to heat on the door. John W, 



FV.-H.ltV'THING THAT LDQEEU LIKE MOM EY WF.MT CVTO THE 
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THE HClERER HAD CHOSKW THE PEKfJTKS, 


S. Harper, (lie express raesscii^cr, 
opened it. 

11 What's the matter up the line? ” lie 
drawled, not for a moment dreaming of 
such a thing as train-robbery in Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

There was no answer—just the i.w<> 
eloquent open mouths of the automatics. 
Harper started hack in the carbines in 
the corner, then stopped a> if frozen. 

11 If you move again before I tell you 
to, I'll blow you up! Up with your 
hands ! ” yelled the robber. 11 See those 
dynamite cartridges in mv pocket, too, 
eh ?" 

Lined Up the Crew. 

Xn one cared t.o trifle with the walk¬ 
ing arsenal of death after that, With 
the utmost alacrity the engineer and fire¬ 
man jumped up, under orders, into the 
car, while the robber followed, and lined 
up all three in the corner farthest from 
the carbines, 

Just then Lhe messenger from one of 
the other cars, T. M. Clayton, stuck his 
Iiead in the door to Jmd out what wan 
up. He dididt even have time to ask 


his 11 lies i ibn. but was expeditiously lined 
up by the side 'if the other three. 

The road- agent hadn't realty got down 
to business before up qidi: l, R. Poffen- 
herger, the conductor of ihe train, swing¬ 
ing his lantern and calling out to know 
why tli' 1 ira'i i was stopped. 

"Throw up your hands and gel back 
there!" answered 1 tic bandit, adding an 
argument from ooc of his revolvers while 
he kept the other slowly swinging [rack 
and forth mi a level with the jifth ribs 
of the four men lined up in Liu; car !>e- 
I ore him. 

The first shot went through Pftffen 
herger's hand, and, as he ducked and 
ran, a veritable broadside followed him. 
. ‘By a miracle, the shut* went through 
liis coat-tails, and not through him. But 
so far as the men in the car knew, lie 
was dead as u door-nail. 

At any rate, the High way man had 

shown Ids quality- — In: was ready In fire 
at a hostile eye-wink." Then he pro¬ 
ceeded to take advantage of the few 
munites he had in which lo do his real 
work. 

I nejer bis directions, while the fire¬ 
man held open a sack, Harper was 
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forccd to optii the safe and take uut the 
tfiHtsits. As the highwayman inspected 
each hag* he determined whether to take 
•i or nut* ordering Larger to place it in 
the bag wlsich Willis held, 

Some bags of bullion went in. Them 
.some bags of currency, and turtle pack' 
ages of papers that looked as if they 
jmight he bank-notes. Bundles pre¬ 
sumably of jewelry were discarded as 
too bulky, Imi everything that looked 
like money went into the capacious maw 
of the hag Lhat Willis held. 

‘ 1 Right beah is whar' he broke his 
mer lasses jug.” as Uncle Remits put it. 

While no one knew the combinations 
of the five safes of the Ollier car, the 
bandit inighi have dynamited them and 
got a chance at half a million, In the 
car he mitred, he mistook the heavy 
bags of uncoined bullion for coin. The 
bags of tv'll at seemed to be gold coin 
we re r ca 11 y noth i try but I. "n coln jk : n i i v s . 

As for the packages that seemed to be 
treasury-notes, they contained nothing 
hut checks and commercial paper. The 
whole thing made a heavy bundle* more 
than lie could quickly and "conveniently 
carry in. hi* hurry to get away anti star' 
the iraEn oft' again. 

I ii fact, the pennies themselves — some 
eleven thousand of them—weighed us er 
seventy pounds* and, after you sirup die 
two decimals uff, they weren’t much of 
a haul, at that. 

Up the Mountainside. 

“Pick up that bagL ? he ordered 
Willis* when it was, evident that ihe safe 
had been thoroughly looted and that the 
time was growing short. 

“Now carry it up this path!" lie 
added. 

Than, as the fireman preceded him up 
the mountainside, he turned to the en¬ 
gines r. 

II Now, you go back to the engine, and 
don't vou slop till you get to the next 
station! M 

After a few minutes’ climb* Pi reman 
Willis was l old to drop bis burden In 
a thicket, --- 

11 Good, night and good luck," said ihe 
bravado. Get back to your train, if 
you can. I hope to see you again I 

Willis was only loo glad to return on 


a run, and more than glad to just 
scramble aboard th& train. Donnelly 
liad been much too cautious to run his 
train nut Mindly, Intt had recommitered 
the track for several yards ahead, find’ 
iiig near the rails a quantity of dyna¬ 
mite large enough to blow up the,train* 
provided lie had not stopped jusi when 
he did after the second explosion. 

Indeed, the bandit had intimated lhat 
if anything went wrong he wouldn't 
hesitate to blow up Llie traiti. Not five 
days later* in another part of the State, 
yeggmen dynamited a train on another 
road, for the purpose of concealing a 
robbery. 

The Passengers Sleep, 

"While all this rapid-fire excitement 
was taking place up a I the head of the 
train* only three or four of lire most 
wakeful of the passengers in the sk-ep- 
ere had the slightest inkling of what 
was going ij.n. Some were for going 
ahead with Conductor I’oh'enbLTgcr and 
putting up a fight. Ijill most of them 
dived back into their berths, and got 
exceedingly busy secreting their money 
and valuables in unlikely places, so as 
to be protected if the trouble extended 
back into their cars, 

But I lie majority of the passengers 
didn’t know a tiling a bom it until they 
reached Pittsburgh the ne\l morning and 
reporters approached them for accounts 
of the hold-up. The train w r as delayed 
so short a lime by the hold-up that it 
came in practically on time. 

At ihe first tower - station, Donnelly 
Suul stopped Jong enough to telegraph 
the news: “Train No. 33 held up, 
masked bandit, I.ewistown Narrows* 
1.30 this morning, l oss slight.” 

Within an hour a posse on a special 
Lrain was on iss way from the division 
headquarters lo the Narrows, followed 
later by Willis. The Pinkertons had 
been notified, and were on iheir way: 
the Statu constabulary had sent out or¬ 
ders to look for the robberj local and 
lung distance: telephones were buzzing 
all over the State; telegraphs were 
spreading the news to every flag-station, 
and the newspapers were hurrying the 
story over the land. 

Wilh ihe first break of light in the 
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East, the dde of the mountain. war liter¬ 
ally alive with searchers. Suddenly - 
shout of joy rang out. Only ;< few hun¬ 
dred feet away from tin; spot where the 
fireman had dropped ihe sack. a hag 
had been picked up. It was heavy, and 
(he ^archers expected to find in it the 
pennies. 

They literally yelled when they saw 
it was the bag of bullion. The robber 
had made another blunder, and had 
chosen I lu; bag of pennies rather than 
the uncoined gold. 

A few hundred yards fan her was 
found a bag half full of pennies—the 
seal intact, hut the bag h 1 it with a knife. 
Handfuls of bright new Lincoln cents 
lay scattered in every direct inn, 

Roys were set 1o work picking them 
up, and all but about six thousand five 
hundred were recovered- Even those 
made quite a load. 

After the trail of pennies ended 
little further was found, except the turn 
ninl discarded envelopes of papers and 
the gunny-sack with l he eye-slits. 

Even when bloodhounds, kept for tlm 
very purpose by Lhe R. and O,, at Cbil 


Ikothe, Ohio, had been brought to the 
scene, and bad picked up the scent, it 
was soon lost. 

The highwayman had disappeared as 
completely as if the- darkness had swal¬ 
lowed him, The wide Hang ivM about 
the scene never gathered him in, in spile 
r.U llie score of dugs and over two hun¬ 
dred officers and citizens. 

And so, as usual, it was the little 
fatal mistakes after the big work had 
been done successfully that prevented 
one of the most daring hold-ups in tlsc 
history of America]! railroading from 
being a complete success. Until ii ae 
tually happened, no railroad or express 
official would have believed such a tbiup 
within the range of possibility on the 
roadway of any of the great Eastern 
trunk litres’ 

!l Then- lias been nothing like it to 
occur <m any Eastern railway in scum; 
twenty-five years,” said one official. 
“ It won't occur again in twenty-five 
more, Possibly we have fostered the be¬ 
lief that such a thing could not be done 
here in tbe East, and were not look ini' 
for Wild-West episodes." 


















